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Editorial

{Communication is often refemed 1o os the lifeblosd of un

organisoiion. The cpesia Paul krew ohout the volue of

communication. He not only preached ond did visibng. He

wrote lafters to his congregations, canvayed grestings fram

one fo the uthar, ond Engen:lered o sensz of commurity
betwern tham.

The need for greoter community and an omgan fo focilitte
Informailon flow within the Caps Church, beyond the
congregationol level, bas bean lelt lor o long Hme.

The Communicakon Desk woa esioblished aftsr the Syned
at Dawn In 1999 b serve this perpose, The Communigeé,
rf which the Tourth issve appeared in fpnt 2002, carries
the sub-tifle Church Council Mews. It is almed of kesping

congregotions in touch with davelopment at Church
Zouncil.

Dhur new venture, the Cope Church News, has o different
focua. It purposa is fo provida a vehides for cengregotions
ta shara infarmation about thamsebves with the Church as o
whole as well oz for general church moters.

I would like ko hank all conmbutoms. Their nomas appear
ot tha end of each adicle. Malmial from the congregations
is o pre-requisita for the succass of this venhire.

The publication will sirive 1o bs “reuderdriendly” ond give
otmntion fo the “human ntersst” side of events.

This firzt issve will be mailed to oll members of the Syed.
Congragoions are responsible for the furher distribulion,
We ore alse working towards disseminating tha Copa
Church Mews by e-moil, and aim o put it on the UELCSA,
wab sita in the near hiure.

This issue should be sean oz an expariment,. Caomments
ond questions ore invited.  Fositive respoves would
previde encouragement.  Constuctive suggesfions for
irmgrovement would ba walcomed.

May Fod bless our Church, its congregations ond pastors
and all ik mambars.

Yers sinceraly
Uiirich Ploddemann
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Surely God Is my salvation; | will trust and not be afraid
Walchword for 2002 {lsa. 12,2)

A siotement of faith gains persunsiveness whan it i recognized not merely us an
abetract truth but os o stotemen! of experiences in concrate histarical eituatians.

I scriptura we are zeldom confranted by words that were formulated 1n an actual
sltuafion. Most of tham ars tha product of long term reflection aboul the historical
pcoemence. But as such thay bacome transparent tor whal had happened or whot was
sxpertenced by those who formolated thasm words. The words thal we regurd 93
staternents of faith are thus rather to be camn as reflactad ond verbalized prayet, which
may even reflect the, of times, painful experiance that lad to theza words.

n%cted through ihe
contents of such o word. The rasult is thot such o word is not § reclpe thot could be
simply followad with cssured results in othar situations. Raotheg it isjon imatation to

struggle Through one’s own situation in arder to gain o similagmeperisnca as retlected
in the wards.

Unfsrtunately in various such instances this road con only be rec

*Suraly God is my zolvafion; | will trust and net be afigid.” This waichword of the year
is such a word. It is o Psalm that was recited ingd situation ofdpolitical and sacial
turmoil. Litlle securily wos offered becouse lifegWns under congfont threct by toraign
powers, poliical ond religiovs. The people g re laoking for ﬁ af arisntation thot
would lead them to a new and -_1-1"' He. No one had B sure answers ready of
H wos vio the detour thot

oot Thus | can foke ce -. h acisions that will mfluance
the course of history for gigf rusting that God will net ldgie me olone but will take the
next slep with me, Sh .__41[ W turn out to have been o cmng decision, ha will stond by
me to let me stond ud again, review my life and the sihjation, and take o new dacision.

These ore some simple and practical steps of living under o ward as the watchward for
this year.

May you sxparisnce God's dynamic in o new woy.

Albrechi Haline
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Port Elizabeth Congregation Celebrates

101* Birthday

On Pentecost Sunday, 17 May 2002, the Part Elizobeth Lutheran cangregation
Friedenskirche / Church of the Peoce celebroted the 101" anniversary of its
founding on Ascension Day, 16 May 1901, The speciol Divina Service in the
aftractive church cenlre in Springfield was well ottended, and included many
guests. Bishop N. Rohwer preached the good news that God amazingly hos
taith in us, who are weak ond sinful {Romans 8, 1-11), and by the Hely Spirit
wa can find faith in this love.

At the subsequent lunch, many good words of greeting and prayers of blessing
were convayed by: Mr Charles Green on behalf of Church Council and the
pastor and congregefion of St. Crucis Beacon Bay; Mr Herhold Grieb,
chairpersan, for the Circvit Conference East and 5t. Andrew’s East London;
Mrs Yvonne Iofta, chairperson, on behalf of the Maravian Church [&™ District,
Eustern Cope}; Mr. Herbert Klasse on behaif of ELCSA {Cope-Oronge Diccess)
ond the Korston Lutheran Congregotion; Rev Solomon Nkesigo of the
Swartkaps Anglican district and congregation, and involved in the Walmer
Township Xolelanani Youlh Project; and Mr Josef Rilier of the Part Elizabeth
Gaman Clob. Among the many written messoges received was also that of the
Honorary Garman Cansul Mr H. Stucken ond Mrs Stucken.

As o prelude to the feslivities, o wall oftended Festival Concart was held in the
church on Saturdoy evening, 18 May. The programma includad trumpet and
orgon music, os well os a string quortel. The Eost Cape Children's Choir
delighled the oudience with sacred music, folk songs ond secular choral jteme.
Refreshments were enjoyed ofterwards in the hall.

Hans Schoberg, Port Elizobeth
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Port Elizabeth Congregation from 19™ to 21% Century

Tha history of the Port Elizobeth Lutheran congregation goes bock to 1899 whan
(Garman divine servicas ware started ot the requast of a group of dadicated “German
Protestants” within the local Gamman community. Postor Galifried Wogsner visiled the
community occasionally all the way from Cape Town's 5t. Marfimi Congregation. Soon
the grovp opproached the Lutheran Church of Hanover for a full-time pastor, and in
December 1900 Postar Grussendorf wos ssconded ta Port Elizabeth. He held his first
servics in the “Liederafel” in Western Rood. Undar his guidance the congregation
Deutsche Frisdenskirche was foundsd; it joined the Cape Synod in 1902

By 1904, when Postar H, Miller toek chorge os splitunl leoder, the congragation
rnwrbered ovar 300, and the idea of an own church byilding wos initioted. A prapsrty
waz bought [comer of Rink Streel and Park Driva} and, with the limitad funds availabla,
a hall was built which served as the church. The neighbouring house was acquired for

a parsonoge. Tha cangregation held its first meeting in their own buitding in March
1908,

T AR oE TBACKS TAND, NEW.BEGINNINGS

A AALE Aok s MU TNE Y DEASTINL NS

The amki. Carman senfiment during World Wor | hit the Germon community and the
congregation hard, many members being forcad to leave and return to Germuny,
including the postor. Between 1915 and 1920 thara wos no olficial congregatianal
octivity in Port Elizabeth.

In October 1920 some 20 "ald" members [mainly woman} got together to deliberate
obout tha future. The porsanags was sold o pay for the debls. The congregatian telt
too small 1o "have their own paster’, and il wes decided to co-opemate with the ather
Lutheran congregations in jhe Castarn (Cape. Postors from thase congregations now
carved Port Elizobath on o regular basis far example, Pastor F. Schrader fram
Stuttarheim, Pastor L. Jonssen trom East London ond Pastor Th. Schanr from
Keiskarmmahaek]. [n 1934 Pastor M. Dellmann flormedy of Badin in the Eostern Cape)
took charge of the congragation full-time unitil he had to leave for Germony in 1736
{for *polifical reasons'). Pastor Schanz acted os locum fenens again trom 1936-1938,
followsd by Postor Harold Ploddemann (from East Londan). The Second World War
again wreoked havoe on the community. in 1941, with Postor Pliddemann being
intsrnad and mony mambars hoving been forced to leave, thave was enly one mermber
of the committes left and no regulor servicas were held.
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Afler the war Postor Pliddamonn coma to Port Elizabeth six fimes o yoar for services,
confirmaotion daozsms ond visiting [taking the bus or troin from Eost Landon and
ratemning by *mail boot' on Sunday night or, later, trovalling by air]. in 1955, when
Brakfontein was added to his responsibilitiss, the Part Elizobeth congregation was
entrusled to the care of Pastar em, J. Cyrus.

He was followad, in 12635, by Pastor Dr, W, Plavtz. Due to o sirong influx of American
Lutherons, and in line with Synod decisions, services were now conduded in bath
Gemaon and English. The word *German” wos deleted from the name of the
cangragation. The new church centre in Springfield waos built. On 5 Morch 1972 the
new Friedenskirche was dedicated by Bishop Dr. Hanns Liljs of the Gemnan “mother
church” of Hanover. In Meay 1972 Pastor H. Pluddsmann, in response to o call, tock
up his office as resident minister.

In 1976, Postor HW. van Falkenhousen [previously of Stutterhaim] was inducted in the
congregation by Praeses H. von Delft in the presance of *Obardandeskirchenrot” J.
Hassethom of Honover. In 1983, tha congragation hosted the meating of the Synod of
the Cope Church. Loter thot year Pastor von Folkenhausen retired ond raturnad to
Germany. In 1984, Paster H.J, Schisefeld look over the spisitual faaderchip. On 16
October 1988 the erection of the *bell towsr” and installation of the bell {donated by
the Keiskammahoek congregofion) was celebrated in a speciol dedicotion sarvics.

Frorn 1993 to 1999, Pastor Klaus-Peter Edinger ltom Germony was antrustad with
both the Port Elizobeth ond George congregations. In 1994 the two congregations
pladged closer co-operafion. In 1999, o new orgon {by Jon Pekelharing

Cirgonbuilders) wos inougurated with @ memorable concert on 14 Novamber.

After Prsior Edinger’s departure the congregalions wers vacant far more than a year
before the arrival of Pasiar Falix Meylahn and his wife Barbara together with thair
children Januez, Mirjam ond Benedikt. During this time, many layal membars kept the
services and cther adivilies going. On 17 December 2000, Pastar Meylahn was
inducted as pestor of the parish Port Elizabath ond George by Bishop Rohwer in
services in both congragoiions,

On the occasion of its 1017 anniversary, the congregation of Georgs wished i sister
congregation God's blessing and support for the futura and graeted it with @ word
hrom tha letter to the Philippions 4,4: “May you clwoye be joyful in the Lord. | soy it
again: rejoicel” “Freuet euch in dem Hern cllewsgs, und abarmals sage ich: Freust
auchl|”

informaficn by Postor Felix Meylahn, Hans Scheberg ond Hannes Scriba
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Pastor Mutie! Kossmann Inducted in Beacon Boy

Cin Trinlty Sunday, 26 May 2002, Pastor Murel Kossmann
wus inducted inta her office as pastor of the congregukons 5t
Crucig Baocan Bay and Luther Church Brokicntsin by Bishop
Mils Rohwer; she was nlso given the locum tepgngy of 5t
Poul's Macleanlown as a "bonus”, as Bishop Rohwar pet il
She is the first woman postor of our church in tha Bordar
area. Tha fasiive induction service was well attended. Pastom
Ridiger Lutz, Dister Trimpelmann and Wemer Ludewly Yook
port in the ceremaony, The subsequent bring and shore meal
wos ulso well supported. The presenca ot cur bishop wos
aspaciolly appreciated.

The Bishop's induction addrass wos on Ephesians 6, 14, He eloborated on tha imags
of the preacher gs o soldier. “The soldiar dasx not determine where she is sent ta, but
she knowsz who has sent her. She often does nat know why sha is o be siotioned af o
certain ploce, but tha knows thal her master knows why he has placed her there.”

This is not only irue for Murel os a Paster but also for her way ot the ministry.

Morisl Kossmann wos born ond grew up in Gomany, After some years working as o
shop assistant in o hospital, and qualifying oz o dodtor's reveptionist, she pursued her
studies and became a dietitign, In 1978 she was married to Bamhard and become o
housawife ond mother of two children, As dielitian she worked mainly in adubt
edycation and with groups of taanaga diabefics.

Becouse of o.job opportunity of her hushand, the fomily immigrated 1o 3outh Alrica in
198B. In Poard, the Kossmonns hod to odapt to the new languags/s and o very
different environment. Muriel became involved in the |ocal Lutheran Church. Somehaw
God pulled har into his service. Firet she helped in Sunday School ond with voericus
gther octivities, than she served on the church commitiea.

A oge 40 she mplored possibilifies to study Theolegy. Sha feund aut that she could do
this just around the comer, with UNISA at lhe Huguenot College in Wallington, whils
still caring for har family. She learmt Atrikons through private lessons with o friend, ond
took a three year course in “lsugwark” with o spacial theclogical sglection of subjects.
In 1974 she was awarded the degree B Dine fram UMNISA,

Te become g Lutheron Pastor she needed to go further. And again Gad opanad a woy
tor har. One year ot the Facully of Theolegy of the University of the Westem Cape, this
tima in English, tonk her o o BA Hon. degree with theologicol sulijects. She completed
har 5™ yaar at tha Lutharan House of Studies in Fictermuanitcburg, partly with distonce
leaming, int 999,
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Muriel served her two-year infemship in Bellville under the guidonce of Posior Felix
Meylahn, ond in Slellenboseh vnder Posior Silke Moolman. She wor ordainad in
Cecember 2000 to laka core of the congragation Church of the Cross in Ballvills,
working in Garman ond Afrikanns, After six months, she was placed in Beacon Bay and

subsequently colled to the parish where she succeeds the late Postor Baosil
Sonnenbearger.

In oll this, she had the full support of her husbond Bemhard ond her two children
Fionna (17} and Magnus (20}

Asked about her maove fo the Eastern Cope, Pastor Kassmann tald Cape Church News,
“I faml vary walcomar! and supported here In the Border area.” With regard to how she
sees her tosk ot this stoge she exploined: "My vision lor the fulure i3 lo assist the
congregations | serve towards fransforming to welcaming and coring cangragations. |
also ke to work an the undemionding of cur Lutharon idantity, since this was found to
ba o waak paint in our SWOT enalysis. | om also warking closely with our new youth
wotker Yvonne von Elling. Since 5t Crucis hos a ot of young people, we need to work
towards integrating the youth in aur church.”

Infarmation provided by Bermhord and Murie! Kossmonn

CHURCH DAY
The onnual Church Day of the Eastern Circuit will be held on 8
Septamber 2002 at 5. Crucis, Beacon Bay, Bishop Rohwer has
been invited as guast speoker on the topic lalam.

AGM
The onnuot ganaml mesting of the Circuit Conference East is
axpacted to toke ploce on 5 Geeber, ot 5t John's Down. Final
confimotion is awaited.
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First.Full-Time Youth'Leader Inducte

~

Mew developmant m Youth Work of Barder Area

Sth May 2002 wos o vary spacial and happy day for the youth in the Eastern Circuitl
Owur fiest ever full fime youth leader, Miss Yvonne von Elling, was induded at o
combined service of 5. Andrew's Eost london. Formolly based ot S5t Andrew's and
residing in Beacon Bay, she will serve oll ¢congregofions in the areq,

Combined camps for the youth as well us cornbined meetings and cutings hed bean
toking place for many year=, Different pastors end lay persons had bean conrdinafing
the youth work, But it is not so easy to motlvale young people. Clor youth weork has to
compeate with oftractive programmes of other churches who have full fime youth
pastors. In the Border Area there are threo bigger Lutheron congregations in Easl
London, one each in King William's Town and Sulterheirm o5 well as several smaller
rural cangregotions.

As Lutharan Church wa fasl thot we have a very valuchle
message, the Messoge of the Gospel which emphosizes the
vnceenditional grace of God. Cur value ns heman beings doss
not dapand an our achiavemants, 'We are voluahle because we
ore God's children and he hos oceepted us oz sinners. Wa ore
justifiad by faith alone. Thersfore churchwardens, youth leaders
and postors thought thal we bud o care for the young generotion ond intensify the
youth work ko enoble our young people to five out the taith ond remain in tha Lutharan
Church. By this we will fulfil the task of passing on the Message.

On tha inifiafive of one church committee, the Annuol General Meoting of the Eostern
Circuit craatad tha post of o C.CE. Senior Youth Leoder ffinanced from a speciol fund
built wp far-sightedly throegh contibutions by all congregulions over @ nember of
ySOrs].

Miss Yvonne von Elling was interviewed on 11th January 2002 in Eost Landon and it
wos decided to employ her for one yeor. She infroducad harsalt with the follawing
words:

"I was Born in Pistermoritzburg, grew vp in MNew Manover ond wenl fo school in
Woartburg. | then siudied af Edgewood College of Education in Pinetown and quolified
us o primary school teachar. For the newt 2 years | tought in Mew Honover of the Pre-
Primary Schoed. | hove speat the lost 3 years living and working 0 the UK and
travalling. | was bapfised, brought up ond confirmed in the Pielermarnitzburg Luthienan
congreghion. | oifended youth there ond fater helped with the orgonization of it. Youth
played an important role in my tesnage years."

Yvonne wos racommandad by savaral pagiors fram aur sister church, the NI1-Church,
Sha is 74 yaars of age and we have great hopes in her ability to develop o lively youth
work in this English speaking area,

This mew post is also the ovtcome of o closer cooperatiun belween lhe Longregalions
in tha Bordar Arma. At prasant this area is sarved by four pastors: Murial Koessmann of
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Beacon Boy ond Brakfontein {1 year], Ridiger Lulz of East Londan {12 years), Torsten
Marisnhagan of Stutterheim and Queenstown (4 years), and Disler Trompelmann of
King Williom's Town and Kaempa [holf a ysar]. Tha Parsh Down/Macienntawn/ Bedin is
vacani al present.
DiHerenl vocancies in the post and the arival of two relotively new postors hove
opaned new possibilities of coopamfion in different tields of church Sfe. 'Wa have run
the Alpha | and | Course together for all congregants in the East London area, we
have joint Bible Sharing groups and joint Informal Evening Services 1o especiclly reach
out to the young ganmmtion. In maost congragations Contemporar ond Informal
Sarvices hove been introduced besides the trodilional Services.
The goal of the Youth Work is not to neglect the spirituol aspect ond to offer exciting
progrommes ard activitineg through Comps at the beavfiful coost or in the Sutterheim
Forest, and Cantemporary Services with youth invelvemant throughaut tha year.
We have stored cooperatlon with the 5t Martini
Congregalion in Cope Town whe have had o full ime youth
laader tar 5 yaars. They will come to the Border Areo with o
dromao team and bond of 14 senior youth and young adults
from 2nd te 12th July 2002. We will offer a s f
holiday progromme with youth  svanings e
and workshaps for the first fime ever. Their vistt will olso contibute f:i@

towards clossr cooperotion batwaen the Eostarn and Wastern Circuit.

Lel us hope ond pray thol our youth will become more motivated ond excited about
being tnvolved in the youth work ond in the congregotion. May the congregotions
become maore youth orientoted through new ways and relalionships between the youlh
and young odults. This is what Yvonne and ihe youth facdem and postos woni fo
achieve under the guldonce of the Holy Spirit,

Fastar Rudiger Lutz, St Andrew's Eos! Lenden ond freud of the Clivrch Council Desk
"Yourh Work"

VACANCY It BLOEMFORNTEIN/KIMBERLEY

The recently marged congregotian of 5t Paul’s Bloamfontsin / 5t
Marlini Kimberdsy is vacont and hos odvertised for o new pastor, In
the mean time, Bishop Rohwer is acling as focum tenens. He is
assizted by Postor am. Patar Koch.
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Pulpit Exchange with ELCSA

A new spiril of co-operation bebwveen ELCSA and the Cope Church is evident in
the Border area.

On 21 tay 2002, Pastar Siya Mcoyong [rom the Mdantsane Podsh of ELCSA
preached for the first time ot $t. Andrew's East lendon in the early service. This
was a new sxperiance for the English spaaking Eost London Congregotion
where German services ore still conducted twice o month, The majority of tha
congreqotion is open for this new way of coaparahon.

Aftar the service Pastor Mcoyana and Pastor Ridiger Lulz wani to Mdontsone,
the township only 2 km away from tha cily cantre of Egst Lendon. Riidiger tulz
preached in the Luthsran Church there for the fimt tima. The Sarvica wos
conducted in Xhoso but it wos not necessary to tanslate the English sermon.
Pastor Lulz wus cordially received by the Parish who showed appreciation thot
o stoge has been reached where pulpit exchange s accepted by both sides.

The tdantsane Parish has betwean 200 and 250 members, opproximately the
same os 3. Andrew's East Londen.

On tha same day, Dean Roymond Zazini preached ot 5t. John's King William's
Town. Whila the locol choirs of the respective congregations sang in the
sarvices in East londan ond Mdantsane, Daan Zazint braught his own choir ta
5. lohn's. Postar Dieter Trimpalmann will preach in ane of tha ELCSA sister
tongregations near King William's Town on 23 June.

It is good news that Dean Zazini ond Pastor Meoyana, who had come o the
Barder aren last yBear, have accapted the invitatian of our Pastors' Confarance
East. Thay juin the meafings when theclogical issues, including sermon
preparation, are discussed ond relationships between cur churches and
developmaents in South Africo of cancem to our congregations.

Let us hope and proy for continved cocperaiion and good fellowship between
the pastors and congregations.

FPastor Ridiger Lukz, 5t Andrew's Fost Lordon
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Ecumenical Services in East London

Qn 17* Moy 2002 an Ecumenical Service between the Cotholic and Lutheran Church
in tha city centre of Eost Llondon was held for the fourth dime. It took ploes in the
Catholic Church ot the and of the weak of church and unity omang the Christians.

Pastar Ridiger Lytz preachad on Ephesions 4. This taxt is o document of recanclalition
and therefore very suitable for such on occosion. While the criginol intention wos ths
justification of the unity between Jawish Chrislions ond Gentiles, the teal mokes us
undarztond the desper dimension of the unity in tha Triune God
ond ths imporaonce of real peoce in the Lord end ameng the
Christians: from diferent backgrounds and cultures saying: "Make
evary effort to keep the unity of the Spirt through the bond of
peoce. There 15 one bady and one Spint - just os you were callad 4o
one hope when you were called - one Lord, one faith, one
boplism.” [Ephesions 4: 3-4] Hymns well known in both churches were sung, e.g. “The
Lord's my shephend”, "Moke me o chonnel of your peace" ond *The Chyrch's one
foundafion". '

Wa storded with Ecemenical Servicaz in May 20071 when ¢ new priest tock over at the
Immarulate Conception Cathalic Church in the city. Just praviously, in Ocober 2000,
the church committes of 5 Andrew's Lutheran Church had complated aur thorough
SWOT onolysis. In it we had discovered that we lack rofationships with other churches.
|t was tharatore o blassing that tha new Cathslic priest proposad Ecumanicol Sarvices.
After tha hanible terrorist attack in Maw York on 11" Seplember 2001 an Ecumenical
Service was held al 5t. Crucis Lutheman Church, Beocon Bay, in which the Anglicon,
Baptist, Lutheran ond Methodist Church were involved. The Methodist Bishap fram East
London preached the sarmon.

A speciol Ecumenical Service wos held on 23" March 2002 in which the problam of
corruption and the suffaring of the victims wos oddressed. An Anglicon priast from the
Eost London township delivered the sermen and the deputy mayer spoke on this theme
that cancems the community very much. During the years the youths fram the Catholic
Church and Lutheron Church hod mel occosionally. We hope that there will be cdoser
fiss batwann the young paople in future.

Ecumenical relationships ore not the main focus of our work in the Eastern Cape and
only o part of Lutherans support this task by attending these Services. Howevar, these
ralofionships will sventually changa cur church towards bacoming o maore tully South
Africon church, Tha use of the English langunge in the Border Area is o great
advontage in this respact.

Pastor Rodiger Lutz, St Andrew's East London
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Wynberg Cemetery Relocatéd

The 5. Johonnis Lutheran Congregation in Wynberg, Cape, sucesssfully retocated their
cematery to the church grounds in Waterloo Road.

The congregotion hod owned the cemetary since 4 Dacamber 1254, Siteated ot tha
corner of Rosrmead Avenue and Wetlon Rood, it was transterred to the congregation by
the then Liesheak Municipality as o free grant from the government. Members of the
Lutharnn Community ware buriad thare from 1883 unfil the City Cowncil prohibited
turther burials In 1958, far hygisnic reasans,

The upkeep of the cemetery had become o grave problem. Vagrants had occupied
ond foulad it, firas hod bean atarted on the grounds and fances that ware erected hod
been stolan. The cost of upkeep wos increcsing. It had become a public eyesora.

Owvar a period of 28 yeaars tha congregation sought to solve the problem by reloceting
the cematery fo its pramisas in Watarloo Raad 52. Tha inrenfion was duly advarlised.
Rezaning nnd the right to axhurme and to move the haadstonmss wers subsaquantly
grantad. After tha succassful sale of tha commarcially atractiva propary, the project
could become a reality.

Lutherons hove been porl of Wynberg since 1852, The church was buill in 1860 on
premises acquired from the military, The present congregotion wos established in
1883, I= first own paster, Pastar |.F, Krénlmin, pravicusly Supsrintandant of thes Rhenish
Mission in Mamaland, ardved in 1887, In 1895, Pastor Brockle opensd the
congregation’s "Lutheran Mission 3chool' on the premises behind the church; this
school sarvad tha congregation and the surrmunding communitiss tor 80 ymars. Taday
church services are held in German, English and Afrikgans.

On 27dune 1792 tha 5t. Johannis congragation could gratefully hold a sarvica on the
relocated cemetary. Family members can now visit their family's headstones and the
new garden of remembrance in sofely. The heodstone of Pusior Krénlein was pluced af
tha cantra of tha garden of mmambroncs, ned to his wite's. The inscriptian it carrias o
word of promise from Revelotion 2,10: "Sei getrev bis an den Tod, so will ich dir die
Krone des Lebens geben." (Ba faithful unic daath, ond ! will give you the crown of fife.}

On the site of the former cernetery o stone and
commemarative plague wara unveiled on 10 July
2001, The inscription in bnglish (Fermon ond
Afrikoons mefers to the history and relocotion of
tha remetery, adding that “the cangregotion
consisted mainly of farmers who by their hard
work halped tum the Cope Fiok  inko the
veyeirhle gurdan of Cope Town "

[farmation provided by Postor Walter Schwiie ond Alfred Rix supplementad fom Reing
Otterrmonn, The Cantenary of the Syood 189519935, FLCRA [Cope Chureh) 19595
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Engfish Worship Services in Bellville

In Fabruary 2002 English Worship Sarvicas were staried in Bellvills an g menthly basis,
This monthly Service is offered in addition to the exisling Afrikaons and Gerrman
Services,

Fourtean percent of the congregotion ars English-speaking. Thasa mambers want ta be
part of the Lutheran Church and need to be accommodated in their church. idaally,
they would ba servad in their mother tongue on a waekly basis. A present this is not
possible. Howaver, should developrments rendsr it necessary in futura tha number of
zarvices would have 1o be increazad,

Chr church is o trilingual church. 1t therefors seems legical to davslop structures in the
congregalions, which reflact this. Often the guestion is asksd whether such o small
nurmber of people justify the oddifional work. Should wa not rather concenirata tha
work on exisling membars? i iz rarely taken into account thet many peopls have. sk
the church because they wers not offersd a spiritval home In “theie' danomination. The
Lutheran Church hos the unique message of the uncondifional accephrnce of the
sinner by groce alona. This confessional statement has to ba part of the everyday lifa of
the church whamver paossible.

What motivates you fo be part of the Lutheran Church? Are not oll churches
serving the same God ond professing the sume foith? The dencminaliongl tags
- are they not only important to a lew zpecialists and tradilionalisks? 1 is said
thot “the man in the street® is not intarasted in such “riviolities". What is needed
i5 @ more hands-on opproach to Christianity. Wherever there is vibrancy in the
church, peopla will be oftracted by il. Cogmatic correct skalements are not
whot the people of today desire or need. Wa often come across such or similar
arguments. Superlicinily thay seem convincing. Or are they merely palatable?

When reading Poul's letters in the MNew Tastament, or the gospels, the
approach séems to be so different. Thass writings are marked by clarity of
theught ond vision of what the gospsl content is for their lifa and situation. Paul
dares to question the religious approach and message of the chureh in Corinth
by saying what is uncomforable te o church that seemed so vibrant ond
growing. The writers of the gospals did not merzly tall kitlle Jesus stories bot
translatad the message of the suffering, death ond resurraction of Jesus Christ
into their own, ot fimes vary precatious situalions of persecution.
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The quastion bahind thass writings could be formulated as follows: Wha is this lesus of
Mazareth, the Christ, in our own situafion? This quastion goes bayond the 'what would
Jmsus do' approach and leads us ko the more profound question of who i revealad in
the lide, death and resurraction of tha man of Maozareth?

The wrilers dare to spell out the mystary of the divine drama of God'= quest for his
pacpia, |t is the story of God whe connot sit back ond wotch his creation to ba wracked
but whe involvas himsalt in radamptive actions.

The watchword far this year spalls this cut in the words of the prophet [sgioh: "Surely
God is my solvation; | will frust and not be atroid.” flsa. 12,2)

The massags of this caring God even in situalions whore his core is not recognizable is
a motivation to live in tha community af his people in his church und 1o confess: "My
Lerd and my Ged."

Prixior Alhrecht Hohne

Heilige Dreitaltigkeiiskirche
125. Jubildum, 25. August 2002, 16:30 Uhr

Op 25 Augustus, em 16:30, vier die Waorcester-
Gemeente sy 125-jarige Jubileum. Biskop Rohwer is
genooi om die Woord en Sckromenl te bedien. Gaste
en vereenwoordigers van ander gemeentes is ook
genooi, asook die Waorcestar Mannekoor. Agterna sal
daar 'n ligte ete saam genultig word.

On 25 August 2002 the Worcester congregation
Church of the Holy Trinity will celebrate its 125"
onniversary with a commemoration service at 16:30,
followed by a light supper.
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Church Music in Stellenbosch

ek = Bur qob [Wy,  bo Jofos alk Masfe B bt oelloon - bt got- W,

Congreganis ond guasts from Lutheran sister congregations and other local churchas
filled the Stallsnbosch church for o special musical servica on Good Friday svening.

The church choir pedformed the 5t. Matthew's Passion by Heinrich Schitz {1585-1 672,
the greot Gamman comporer of secred music before 1.5, Bach. This a-cappella
masterpieca  dromatisms the - norrafive of the gospel. Individval characters (the
evangaliet, lasus, Peter, Judas, Pontivs Filate eic.) ore reprasanted by solo voices while
the cholr axprasses the voice of the people. The regular chair was enbarged for the
accoslon by congregolion membars unabls to oftend nommal weekly proclices year-
round. The solo ports were token by choir members. tohann Rohwer song the part of
tha svangelist. Even our bishop was given o rola, o= Pontivs Pilotet

The congregofion is blessad with a chair which haos continued uninlerrupted since tha
early sixties. Early landars Reino Ottermonn ond Winltied Lidemann ware fallowad for
meny years by Monika Pliddamann.

The choir wos recently strangthaned through some new members maoving in from
elsewhere, including tha new conductor Rolf Rohwer, retived headmostar of Deutsche
Schule Hermannsburg, The chair is adive in Sundoy sarvices in both Stellenbosch and
Somerset Wesl, particularly on tha feast days of the church colendar; it also has o
irodition of recching out to old age hemes, especially in the season of Advent,

The name Halnrich Schijtz is well known in church music circlas in aur country through
the inspiring choir retreots the 5.A. Heinrich Schit Society has held onmually in
Bloemfoniein and other venues zinca 1945,

This yea’s Schitz Week, the 34%, will take place in Blogmfontein from 30 June - &
July. For more information contact the organiser: Prof K von Dallt, 5 Wahb Street,
Bloemfontein, 9301 Tal: 051 434 6687, E-moail: vondelftklgus@shisas.co.za.

Lrich Pluddemann



